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*f2> F773 O T, in the leaft, to blemiſh the loyalty of any, 


En AND who ( lace, indeed, but - ſeaſonably, ) became 
rh WIL Profelyres, And, with ſubſequent Merits, car- 
El NG 4 c2iled the memory ot rheir former Errours, Yet, 
Wael FG p82 for chat many Perſons of unbyaſſed Principles, 
"F562 are apt tobe mill:d with this vulgar Prejudice, 
"Thar rhe Presbyteriins were the Þ: A1ncip2l In- 
> ruments of his Majefties Reftanration , From the jealoutie and 


diſdain, which, (as a paſſionate Lover of his Majz Ry,) I conceive at . - 


the very mention ot: " ſuch a Rival, And for the Vindication of thar 
Cuuſe and Party, which is deater to me than my hfe, I (holl under- 
rake to diſprove it, by reporting Naturally, the whole Series of 
- their Bzhaviour, and deriving the P-digree of Aﬀairs, Gnos the 
© War. 
It mu he acknowledged, Thar, _ the time, when th: 15 
great Factions began ft & Viſibly to ſe: , Though a few, :he T7.oft 
Noble and ingenious of th2m, we: frat convinced of ati TILST 
A-3 ; an, 


4 


(4) 
take, in ſeeking to reform ala\ytyl Government , by an unlawfuſt 
War, And endeavoured worrhily to attons their guile ; Others, 
obſerving the rentleacy of Aﬀairs co infinite Viotence and Petpiex- 
Ity, became more wary, of, { as they cermed ir, ) Moderme ; Yee 
the Aﬀtions of thx Party, for the mayn, dedared, that they were 
fill gerce with Vidtory, and withour R2morſe ; True it is, thac 
fading, by degrees their own Impotency ro quell the fpicics which 
they had raiſes, 0: governthe Mnciny of their Souldiers, withour 
an iftabliſhmenc_; And withal ſuppoſing, thar the Kmg, being un- 
der their Cuſtody, would not, at his Peril, rej: theic Propoſictons, 
how hard of digeition ſozyer they were; They ſent him Conditions 
to Ggn, but nor to conjider, much lefl2 debate; Nor was it long, that 
they.cortinued th thisfriendly Mood, Bur beingexfty ſcared by rhe 
- Army, deſuted'fro:n their Treaties ; And, fome Months after, the 
Vo:e of Non-Addrefles paſſed both Houſes, mTult'Carteer, which, 
what pretence or gloſle ſoever may bzgtven it, (ſure I am,) Ir pro- 
ved a Peremptory Summons before S-1rence, and an apt Prologue 
to out ſucceeding Tragedy, For, the King beinzouce alt off,, the 
Captive was, afterwards, ealfily diipoſed of. | 

In the year 1648. the great Impoſture being, by this time, clearly 
ufimaſked, many ochers, who, at finſt,ne-queiiton, meant bncerely, 
 peceiving che toral mſarriage of their, unadviſed Zed, withdrew 
themſely2s from their Fadtion, and ffankſy Tided with the Roya- 
litts; Who, by this Accetſion of Intereſts, and other probabie In- 
ducements , were encouraged, ( though with diſadyantage e- 
nough ) once more to Arme, for the prevention of ſo great and im- 
pendenc Miſchiefs; Suddevly the whole Kingdom was full of Inſur- 
rections upon this Account,ſfeconded with a powerful Invaſion from 
Scotland ; And now; or never, { Itakeirt, ) was the Cricical hour, 
for our Pretenders,to have expreſſed their Loyalty; Kingly Govern= 
menc then gaſping, and the ſacred head being viſibly expoſed; Bur,, 
( conr.rarywiſe, } we felr their hands, tn many places, heavier upon 
us, than the Independents, And, in Commurtees , eſpecially, they 
aQed with all che violence imaginable, 
The Scotiſh Army being defeaced,and the Royaliſts,every where, 
ſuppreſſed, the bz Tfſue, that any good Engliſhman could now 
preſage, was very fatal; For though rhe FaRions might ſeem to dif- 


fer, much tike thoſe on Shooters-hill, ſome of them inclining only * 


tro bind the Traveller, and leaye him helpleſſe in che adjacenc 
Woods, Others,for their greater ſecurity from purſuic, derermining 


rather - 
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; ratherto kill him outright, Yet theyagreed in the main deſign, (vz..) 
> | Robbery; The milder ſort of chem, indeed, calmly diſſented from 
” _ rhe Mucther , profeſling co abhor the needle'ie effulion of Royal 
T | Blood, But, whiltt thz oppoſed only came Negotiations , to re- 
- . ſolure Aftions(as it commonly happens in Counſel, ſo managed, 

: Fury took Place, And, without interruption, finiſhed that accurſe 


Patricide, 

The Presbyterians ſezmed generally ro be ſurpriſed, and even 
Planetftruck, wich this deadly blow, Nor could they, patiently, en- 

4 dure the Scandal of being accounted Privy, much lefle Parties to the 
” Adion, or Contrivance; As if, ( forſooth) they wondred to ſee 
him lain by others, whom, chemſclves had torely threatnzd, and, 

mn effeR, out-lawed ; Yer, had the Tragedy proved only perſonal, 

or had ſweet Ariftocraiie next ſucceeded, together with Parochial 

; Epiſcopacy, ic is poſlible, the Pill might have been ſwallowed: Bur 
: the Independent Party, having projected other deſigns, and reſol- 
; vingtogothrough-(tnch. with their work, by the old P-inciple of 
Roor and Branch, laboured, together, with Monarchy, to retorm, 

( viz, ) extirpate Peerage, Scatrering witnal,-or rather ſowing, thz 

ular ſeeds of coleration, which made the Breach, in appearance, 
trreparable;However,(after a breathing ſpace,civilly allowed them) 

' the tumour, of it ſelfy began toaſſwage ; For many of the difſenting 
Brethren, judging 1t,I ſuppoſe, unſeemly for them to continue long 

' Inaſtreof diſcord, and profeſling, that they would not Rand upon 
Punctilios, where the publick was concerned, were, in a ſhort time 

| reconciled to their enchanted Seats; Wherem;the great Bug-bear of 

. th- times, (v:z-. ) the Common Enemy, was of rw, hy advantage: 

ro them hoth : Wherefore, thar all pretences might bz duely acco- 
modar21, anda certain ND:corum- in Aﬀairs preſerved, { as it were 

by imolicire Conrra& or Conſent ) whilt the Military Charge re- 
mained wich Independents, as the ſurer Cards, the Civil Authort- 

/ ty with all ics preh2minencies reſted Rill with Presbyrerians, as the: 

| |} ſoberer Party, who had, likewiſe, a Major Vote in the: 

unto. 

| J Matrefs of Civil Policy being thus compounded, one would mar- 

- v21, chitthe Spiricual ſhoald break any ſquares, or that either Par- 
*ryhnuld be much troubled with a caſe of Conſcience ; But as the 

* Pul-irs had all afong ſerved other ends, thin that of Religion, ſo, 

; n5v, it hold ſeem, th Clergy of thoſe cimes, ( pardon me'if I 
miltake their qualicy, ) finding themſelves utterly diſappointed ok 


"i 


FEY, | 
that Dominion, which they firſt aſpired to, and fearing yer afurther 


downtal,by the daily growth of Independency,in deſpair of compaſe | 


fing their wiſhes by that Junto,which was awed by an Armyznot of 
thei; Complexion, ftirred up in the People , ( eſpeclally their own 
Diſciples, ) a new diſaffection to their Rulers ; Wherein, being 
animated from Scorland , they boldly Preached up the Covenant , 
which they had kept in Lavender for this or the like Occafion;)And, 
fiance they thought fir to remember their Covenant , they | could 
not faiily forget their Kirg, who { amongtt other matters of deeper 
deſign)was : kereinmentioned,(as it were,ofCourſe,)with reference 
ro the times , for which ir was firſt calculated : Wherefore, on a 
ſudden the Presbyte1iins grew very troubleſome, And ſomething 


they offered at, upon theſe Accounts , But with what kindnefle ro © 


his Majetty, I leave to any mans Judgement, For their Jealou1e of 
the Royal Intereſt increaſing,(eſpecually after their diſaſter at Dun. 
bar, ) wiſtancly, they rather recoyled, tharretreated, And, with 
thei: Numbers, Oppreſlſed the Kivg 2t Worceſter, chuſing rather to 
run their Riſquo with the Searies , whom ' hey hated, than rake 
their Fortune with his Majeſty, whom they feared, 

- Immediately upon this Miſcarriage , Scotland being ſubdr;jed by 
the Forces of the Independents , The Intereſt of that F:Qion grew 
ſo prevalent , And their pretences ſo exorbitant , As involved all 
Perſons , of wharc Judgement ſoever , if either they had Efares, 
Profeſſions, or common foreſight, in an equal concernment ro op- 


pop ſuch encroaching Anarchy, And , thereby, afforded Cromwell 


oth a ſtirrop of great Advantage , and a convenient cloak for his 


Uſurpation , The People being Weather bexten, and willirg to - 


Anchor any where for preſent ſhelcer; But.Aill it was with this no- 
table difference , That , whilſt all good Engliſhmen looked upon 
themſelves.as caſt upon a remote and barbarous Iſland, where they 
covid nor, or would not dwell ; The Presbyterians , for the Major 
Part, judging, it ſeems, that they were at home, ſer up their Reſts 


and pitched their Tenis there : And though all things did ror ully - 
anſwer their humours-(which are hard to pleaſe,) Yer, having lear- 


ed to p.rnir ſomewhat 10 neceffity , and ſhare what they could 


”* not engro'e th:y found, (or rather made, ) their condition very 


comfe rtible, Mary of them, who had the faculty of ſhifring, aid 
yatying their forms, (2s Sets and InſeQs are, alike, apt to do, ) 


kepr ſteady footing in the Government , For , if the times did not + 


comply with them,rbey;(to be ſure,)would comply with the times; 
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Such ; 
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' Such ( being, no doubt, the choice(t faours of Tyranny,)were th 
Uſurpers own Creatures,and poſſeſſed the chief Dignities 8 Othces 
of Stare :- All thar had been once Roundheads, and would bur hold: 
their tongues, were countenanced in their ſeveral Wayes » And 
if they could ſwallow a Gudgeon , ſure of great Preterments, as 
they fell, However juſtified in all their illegal Poſſeffions ;, 1 be Len 
vites, With their odd Addreſſes, and Do&rines, magnifying fome*» 
times the Piery and Juitice , ſometimes che Policy and Frowcſle 
of their BenefaQtour , were, by him, reciproca.ly entercained., as 
good Muſſulmen, with due encouragement , And to humour them 
\ throughour, their Pulpit Phraſes, Geſtures, and Tones, were d2- 
voutly imitated and grew: in faſhion at the Court : Thoſ., that pre- 
rended to be clogg:d with Principles, and could nor wilk up to the 
perfeRion of others, ( being not very. Numecous, ; paſſed under the 
' favourableNotion of tender Conſciences, or weak Brethren , Bze 
twixt Whom, and the Uſurper, there was alwayes this General un- 
derſtanding of each other , He, in his parr', defired ro ſhew h-mz 
He cook them not for Royaliſts, they, on their parr, ro ſarisfe him,. 
That he had no reaſon to diſtrult them : In ſum» The many Couw-- 
refies, which that Party did him inthe J#nto 1657. wil! reſtifie up- 
on Record, That they were nor utcerly at defiance with htm : On 
the other fide, the Royalifts, ( unfhaken in their Fidelity , ard 
—unpollured with the General-Corruction, whether by Confederacy, .- 
Conſent, or Compliance, ) reaſonably eno.:gh ſuppoſing, That, the 
Popular Batlis- once undermined , ſuch Papei-huidings could nor 

Jong continue ,. took heart again, And, ( being; withal' enſnared', 
- by the Se/pentine PraRtices of ſome Profeſſours,) freely embar- 
. ba-qued themſelves in great and hazardous defigns to bring in the 
King ; Which, being rather nipped , than ſupyreſſ:d, were fre- 
quently reſumed.,,. Every Year the Common Gaols wers fillzd: 
with Cavaliers, whereof, ſuch-as the Ty-ant could convict by the 
Juſtice of thoſe times, were,accordingly, diſpatched, ſuch as he ve+ 
hemencly fuſpeed, were ſent to Plantations, and remote P-:1ſons, . 
; ſuch, as were only in his general Lit, after ſome months durance, 
 Wentour upon Bul, till the next” Summons, or Warrant to apre-- 
h-nd them , And this, -I take it, may ſerve, ar leaſt, for a Landskip* 
of that ſtrangely blended, and Promiſcuous Scene: 

-, After the Deceaſe of Ol:ver Cromwel, It cannot be forgotten, 
with what reluQancy, the Souldiers and Paanaricks were brought to- 
| acknowledge his Son Richard, whom, ſoan after, they Gn 

j ouſly; 


(8) | 

-ouſly diſcarded : The Souldiers Objeed , That they had never 
known him in Arms, Ard that he was a Stranger to their Cauſe 
and Merit z The Fanaticks found him not fo: their turn, And wers 
not willing to hazard their Aﬀairs with him, in whoſe }.xpertence 
or Conduct, they could no way confide z But the Presbytertans 
+ judging him to be naturally of their Principle, E: owever, of ſofr Me= 


tal, and altogether dependant on thelr Intereſt , ( as it ch-ir Sute | 


Dat 2 
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- were now Trump again) made him their Prince, And inclined , * 


certainly, to have laid chemſelves and their Country ar his Feet, For 


the Pulpits, ( the Oracles of Presbytery ) recommended him t@ 


the People , as a man after Gods own heatt, 


Wirth the Fortune of Richard , fell all the hopes of the Presby- - 
rerians, For, in Jwunto's it was eaſily perceived , they would be os * 
yermatched by thoſe of the other faction, who were backed by the | 
Army, and furniſhed with better Notions , as to the preſent pur- ' 
. Foſe, than they ; And, from a free vrate; (if ſuch a Chymera could - 
then be fancied, ) their Proſpe& was yet more unpleaſant . Their | 
Empire being, on all ſides, rejeRed, as the leatt toleroble of any , + 


that had been propounded ; Sv as now they were put to ficd out a 


new Bottom , or rather an Expedient to preſerve themſelyes , if * 


not as Presbyterians, yet as men. 


Hitherro, I ſuppoſe their Modeſty will not pretend much of : 
Loyalty; For making uſe only of their ambidextrousCovenant,ſome- | 


times Ronny rothe Letrer, ſometimes by purſuing ( 2s they 
ſaid, ) the main End, ( viz. ) Reformation , They hovered, like a 


Cloud, uncertain where it ſhould drop, and lutked, as ir were, in * 


Ambuſcade , ( like the Germare Boors, rear a Battel, ) ready to 


pillage either Parry, when a diſaſter befell rhem ; Bur now, conſult- - 


ing rather the preſent State and Exigence of Airs, than-their own 
Principles, or former PraCtiſes , They found a neceffity of engage- 


Ing,or remaining at the diſcretzon of the Victour; For, on the one : 
fide,they ſaw a deſperate faction, ſupported by a great Army, which | 
mufi be maintained with Rapine , ſo as none could, in reaſon hope } 
tobe Innocent, that was rich, nor ſafe from-rhem, but by adventyu- 
ring with them , Beſides, that Tythcs, and Colledges, being, in dif- - 


courſe, ſwallowed, as the firſt ſweer Morſel ,. gave a ſhcitl Alarm, 


Eſpecially to their Minifters , who, ſurely , were nor filent, or 
ſoathful in communicating their fears; On the other fide , thoy | 


found the People violently inclined to the King, exaſperated wir 


{ 


choir Burthens, weary of Unſertlement,and fearful of extreme Anar. 41 
chy 


4 
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- 9) | 

a - The Royaliſt full of freſh _ and ready for ſome notable 
ort; And the King, ( to whoſe Juſtice they ſaw themſelyes very 

obnoxious, in caſe they endeavoured to make no Artonement, ) nor 

like to be long deſtitute of reaſonable Aid, by the general ditband- 


:  Ingof Souldiers in ForaignParrs ; Wherefore, ( not to fit dry, as 


they ſay, betwixt rwo great Riyers, ( they Choſe co eſpouſe his Ma- 
j3eſhes, as the ſafer and nobler Intereſt, being grounded on an En- 
gliſh Baſis, which they obſery'd the other wanted; But how lamely 
they proceeded , Let the year 1659 declare; For , though they 
knew ; what reaſonable expeRations were from them who had 
boaſted ſo much , And who indeed could come more eafily to a 
Rendezyous, than the Royaliſt to a Private meeting , Though, for 
their encouragement , the right hand of Fellowſhip was civilly af- 
forded them, Their Archieyements, alas, were very Abortive; And, 
If we may judge from our Enemies Intelligence, by which they 
proceed to apprehend ſuſpe&ed Perſons, It will foon appear , 
where the Burthen lay. | 

Indeed, though ſome particular Perſons of them Aced, at that 
time, very clearly and honoutably , yet the greater Number were , 
( at beſt , ) Luke-warm, many Subtle ones, forejudging, I preſume, \, 
the Event of a Free Parliament, ( then contended for , -) declined 
the Enterpriſe ; The Rigid Presbyterians, openly, branded ic with 
Malignancy, And divers of their moſt famous Miniſters, particular- 
ly thoſe in Leiceſterſhire, publiſhed an Addrefle tothe Junto then 
fitting, with their names ſubſcribed, beſeeching them, that the un- 
adviſedneſſe of a few might not prejudice the integrity of many , 
who ill ſoberly adhered to their fir Principles of a Godly Magt- 
firacy and Miniltery ; So as, admitting the Fation to be more nu- , 
merous, then, I truſt; it is, Yer the Diflentours beirg ſo many, And - 
the- tempers of the reſt ſo various , I ſuppoſe their Endeavours 
micht appear, perhaps the more generous, but could nor be conſide- 
cable, in proportion with the RoyaliRs, who ſo freely engaged. 

From the Ruines of this defign / how diſmall ſoever they appear- 
ed, ) there ſprung an unforeſeen, but conſiderable, advanrage to the 
Kings Aﬀairs , For Lambert, having, thereby, gotten a new Riſe of 

' Fortune and Reputation with the Army ; And finding by- late -ex- 
amples, how eaſy and cheap it was to Uſurp, eſpecially, where the _ 


Jy ; ® Uſurpation could not be-more unwarrantable, or intollerable, than © 


the Authority it ſelf, was incouraged to thruſt our thar Junro, and 
ſet up a Committee of his own, with a purpoſe, no doubt, to follow 
B the 
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thzvery traces of Oliver ; Wherein the whole fraternity, of: Fan1- 


| ticks, ( Presbyterians excepted, firmly adhzfed co him, as their - 


oreat Captain, and Patron, who was to fimh thar work, which 0+ 
thers hadleft imperfe&, { viz, ) the Subverſion of all our Foundati- 
ons both in Church, and State ; In order whereunto, rhe Confiding 
Party muſt be firſt refined', And the Notion ot Malignancy ſpread 
as far, as Policy, or Avarice could extend ir ; In which danger ſure- 
ly none were ſo near concerned as the New-Cayaliers ( they being 
a freſh boory ) bur eſpectally the famous Ciry of I2ndon , whoſe 
ſack, it was viſible , the Souldiers gaped for, And their Maſters 
were not very unlike to gratifie them therewith : Wheretore , if 
they would not altogether renounce their Senſes , They were obli- 
ved ( as theit laſt refuge ) wholy to mingle Counſels with the Roys 
al Party , and unitethemſelves to that Cauſe, which was then very 
Popular , And could only in appearance give check to ſo foul and 
fierce a Monſter , Or reſcue them from Captivity, under thoſe, that 
meaſured the Rights of others by their on Luſts, 

'In this Confuſion of Intereſts , enervating and ſupplanting each 


bla other, His Grace, the Duke of Athemarle,-{ who, with profound 
| Secrecy, had, till then, reſerved himſelf for ſuch a JunEure, ) 


wiſely judged, That Now was his only Opportunity of Acting, For 
in diſſipating the Fanaticks, by the Collifon of Parties , He ſhould 
Cur the Sinews of Fation, and advance proſperouſly ,' upon their 
Bellies, towards freedome, and lawful ſertlement; And, though: to 
yanquiſh an Army, ſo reſolved, and appointed, with ſlender Troops, 
on which he could little rely, ſeemed almoſt-inpoſſivle , Yer, ſup- 
plying his want of Forces, by his Conduct, and correQing their 
lubborneſſe with Excellence Diſcipline , with great aſſurance., he 
committed the Event to Providence; The Authority he made uſe 
of, was that of the lare Junto, which, ( how frivolous ſoever 'in it 
Telf, ) was the beit then in being, And, indeed, afforded him ſufh- 
cient colour againſt his Enemy, who ated mutinouſly under rhac 
Commiſſion, From thence, therefore he determined ro take his 
Riſe, by the Example of good Builders , who, to erect a lofty Fa- 
brick, lay thz Foundation low , Foreſeeing, nodoubr, Thar as Lam 
bert, and his Confederates were very Guilty to the Powers, by 
them interrupted ; Thoſe Powers were no lefſe obnoxious to the 


Excluded Members , And they again to an entire Parliament 5 So" E 


thar publick intereſt, being once in motion, probably would never 
reſt, till, by continual progreſle it came ro center in our Antient 
| and 
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| a 
and Natural Conſtitutions, His Succeſſe was ſuitable to the Meric 
of his defign ; For, by Civil Sttatagems, added to his Military Ex. 
petience , Temporiſing, arid Amuſing his Enemy with uncertain 
Treaties, he ſoon diffolved that Veterane Army, without hazarding 
ſo much as a Skirmiſh, | 

This, indeed, was a fair and - Auſpicious Introduction to better 
things, But, alas, Our deliverance was as yet, a meer Embrio, And , 
(if here forſaken,) Subje&to'faral miſcarriage 3 Whereof his Grace 
being very ſenſible, he reſolved to perfe& ir, by comming. with his 
Victorious Army to London : His Prerence was very favourable , 
( viz. ) The final Supprefſton of the Fanaticks , who otherwiſe 
might eafily be encouraged to* make head again , Wherefore , be- 
twixt taking, and axking leave, preventing refiſtance, or denyal, with 
a Sober and Orderly Expedition, he adyanced Southward , Bur, in 
his March, received Addrefles of all kinds, with ſuch Indifferenr 
Behaviour, and Anſwers ſo like Oracles, as, at once, gave Courage 
to his Friends, yer Hope to his Enemies, and brought him , undiſ- 
covered, to his Joki neys End ; Where ating, Yer, for atime , the 
ſame P& ſon, having, by an unheard of Scratagem, throughly felc cls 
Pulſes of the People, and caught the Malicious in their own Net ; 
He ſeaſonably appeared, what he alwayes was, A Perfect Lover of 


D his Country. 


In the Glory of which enterpriſe, ( the moſt fortunate and me - 
morable of our times, ) Let not any Party or Fa&ion pretend to 
ſhare ; Irbeing freſh in our Memories, That neither Presbycerians, 
nor Royaliſts were ſo Convinced, or Satisfied of his Graces Inten- 
tions, ( the Diſguiſal whereof was then his Maſterpiece, ) that they 
thought ic fir, or ſafe for them, ro.engage with him, But the whole 
Nation ſtood muſing, in a kind of Trance, full of various thoughts , 
and diſcourſes concerning tim, Inclining, doubrleſſe ro wiſh him 
well, Yer rather deficous, to know why. | | 

The Welcome of this Notable Deliverance- both from preſent 
and future Violences, was Celebrated with unuſual Triumphs: For, 
as well the P0912 in genzral. as th2Roygl Party, being th2:ewith 
ſurpriſed, could fcarce contain themielveF, but were rranſporred 
with Exceſle of Joy, Wherein che Pres>yrerians ſeemed alſo ro par- 
rake: Bur ( like Perſons, wan debuucking over night, are Crop-(ick 
che next morning, ) No ſoonzr was the publick ſecurity digeited , 
but they began immediately to conſuls che concernments of.th ir 
Fuftion, And examine, Whether rhe Liberty, long defired, wdrh:n 
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expeed by the People, would nor blaſt, and finally fruſtrate their 


hopes, which were inconſiftent wich ſuch Liberty z Many of cheir L 


Countenances betrayed a kind of Chagrin, or ſecret regret , which , 
for ſhame, they mutt not own, And accardingly, from henceforth ,. 
their Bulinzſſe was, not ſo much to bring in his Majeſty, ( which no 
Endeavours of theirs cou'd greuly expedite, or obſtrut, ) As to 
contriveand limit ch Manner of his Encrance, that it might ſerve 
thir pucpaſes: His Grace, ( noqueſtion , ) knew a Part of their 
minds, And, co make his Paſſage, as clear as might be, reſolved to. 
gratifie them, in all things conſiſtent with his deſign; Wherefore , 
purſuing his Mechod of effeQing that, ſecurely, by degrees, which 
could nor, ( without manifeſt hazard, ).be, at once , accompliſhed , 
Inſtead of a new and free Ele&ion,( the Popular pretence,) He per- 
micred the Membzrs, excluded in 1648; to-take their places, .and' 


_ A&Aasa Houſe of Commons, without the Lords, But, firſt agreed” 


with thera of a time of Seſſion ſo ſhort,, as might afford them no. 

latitude to conſider oughe,but what was in Order totheir own difſo 

tution,and the Summons of a freer Convention, Keeping that other 

-— <o_ as a reſerve, in-Caſe they ſhould herein prevaricate with 
im. 

The Excluded Members were, generally, Perſons, who , bylo 
Experience) had acquired much Prudence, and Moderation; And 
oreat Matters were in reaſon expeRted from them, whom it highly 
concerned, at lengrh) to-perform their Vowes, and redeem their ho- 
nours; Yer, ( Wherher they only. yielce.i to the Iniquicy of the 
times, ( as many alleadged, } Or ( as others doubted) their reetfj 
were ſtill on Edge wich-the:ſower Grapes, they had' once eaten , ) 
Cercain it is, Thar the Subſcription by.them impoſed in the Serrle- 
ment of cheir Militia, And their narrow Confinement of Efe&ions 
by excluding even the Sons of Royaliſts, afforded matter of much 
Scan {al, and evil Pcognoftick, That they only wanted Elbow-room 
for further Severicy; Neither, indeed, was their unwillingnefſe to 
quit their beloved Seats, without ſpecial Notice ; But they ſoon 
made amends for all, by thzir much defired diffolucion , Commir- 
ting-the Interval-of Government to a Sele& Counſel of Eſtate. 

During which Interval, the great Argument of our Cabales was 
this, v:s. What would be the force of thoſe Shackles, wherewith 
both Parliament and Militia were then charged ; There being ſcarce 
ever the like Engins of FaRion, invented, by th late Refiners-;- 
{0-25 molt of choſe, whoſe Conplexions were not ſanguine, pre- 
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(13) ; | 
Faved,-rhar all the ſatisfaQtion we had ſwallowed, muſt be vom ited- 
| : His Grace was generally acquitted, as having done his 


| *parr, for it could- not be expeRted, that he ſhould inſpire Parlia- 


2 ments, it was for him ſufficienc, that reſcuing them from ourward 
;Incerruptions, he both enabled, and dire&ed them to do good : 
7Bur, whilſt matrers thus continued in great ſuſpenſe, it pleaſed 
1God co ſend a firong Eaft wind, wich a Spring-tide of Loyalty, 
which overwhelmed all thoſe Banks and Damms, wherein the Po- 
Jlcicians thought chemſelves ſo ſecure : For the Royaliſt, rightly ap- 
;prehending,, chat then was the yery Criſis of their future hopes ,. 
Wome of them generouſly deſpifing thoſe Qualifications, which un- 
«der great Penalties diſabled them, others, moſt induſtriouſly afſif-- 
O in Ele&ions ; The People perceiving. and declining the ſnare x. 
Nand his Grace continually favouring the Cauſe of F eedom, as the - 
7 only Groundwork of his Proceeding, the Major Vore of that Par-- 
2 Lament, ( by Gods Blefling, ) proved ſuch, as hath produced the. 
? Peace and happineſſe we now-enjoy. 

- Had his Majelty lain at the Presbyterians feer, it ;s- probable e- 
2 nough, they would, at length, have brought him in, if not. out of 
7 Loyalty, yer for quietneſle ſake, fince, without him,. they found ,. 
there could be no Settlement; Bur, then, he rauſt have raken Con- 
*dirions from them, and ſuch, . as would have rendred, ic doubtful, 
; whether a Diadem, ſo qualified and Circumſcribed, were wotth 
; his acceprance- ; The Church muſt have been -relinquiſhed and all 
2 the Sacriledge of the times eſtabliſhed, with his conſent ; His Par-- 
: ty forſaken, and condemned as Felons ; Laws ſhould have been 
2 made, and executed only in his name: Upon theſe, and other: the 
2 like Agreements, he might, perhaps, .have obtained an honourable 
7 Penſion, together with a Writ of eaſe ; That whilſt he Reigned , 


v 
- 


© they might Rule, as a kind of Ephori ; . So that, at beſt, they may be 


7 aid to have contributed to the bringing in of a King of Sparta, but | 
+ nor of an Engliſh Monarch ; In a word, either they renounced, or 
; retained thetr Principles ; If they retained them, they could nor 
7 with any reaſon, be preſumed ro at, with ſo little Conformity to 


7 themſelves, and their Afiirs , if they renounced, they were, then, - 
2 no longer Presbyterians. | 


Indeed, if we examine the demeanour of-many fince our bleſſed 


3 Change, we ſhall have lictle ground to believe, that they were oreat- 
7 Iz ſollicicous for the bringing in of his Majeſty, whom, ( pardoning 
2 with-abundant clemency, and governing { as he doth)with infinire 
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Moderation, ) they can yet lefſe afford to comply with rhan they: 
could with the wortt of Tyrants 5; Bar by cher continual ſnarling 
their readineſle ro report arid —_— Calnmnies, their delight-in, 
any thing, thar may ſeem to crofle his Majefttes wiſhes, their Pro- ff 
verbial Interlocutions,importing Menaces, and Defigns Above all ,| © 
their flocking to ſeditious Preachers and Le&urers, declare that we | P 
owe our Settlemens, rather to rNeir weaknefle , than their Loyal-J 
ty; Alas, it is for men of noble and'fincere/tninds, ro be cohyin-# W 
ced by reaſori, or reclaimed by benefits, Leyened Natures are not | d 
ſoon purged, nor Ciries, overgrown with FaCtion, eafily weeded :* 
And ſince, under long Perſecurions, the Royal Parry not only} © 
kepr their own ſtation, but, ſelling rheir Inhericances, enrailed their 3 7 
Principles ,to their Familes Why ſhould any imagine,that our Pro- 3 fl 
fefſours are regenerate,ſince the Kings return: I wiſh his Majeſties 2 Ic 
goodnefſe to them, find a due requiral , and this Argument prove 7 T< 
a falſe Alarm, which , at all Events, is ſafer, perhaps, than none, P 
Some, I hear, have undertaken to draw a kind of parallel, berwixr 7 2! 
our principal Covenanters, and the Lords of the League ing France, 


concerning their return to their'obedience ; But, I ſuppoſe, the % be 
diſparity will appear to be vaſt and important : Thoſe in. France be- # 
ing roſſeſſed of Rrong Garriſons, and entire Provinces at their De-} 
- Yotion, had it in their choice, whether chey would preſent them ,® bl 
. as Peace-offerings to their Prince, or make uſe of theic Advantages, C 
( as ſome did) ro diſ-member the Kingdom, Ir was otherwiſe # ©: 
here, for, his Grace having once muzzled the Army, and thereby 7 Þ! 
freed the Nation from its bondage, there remained nothing , .thar Þ| ©! 
could obftru& our immediate Settlement, or afford leiſure for any & R 
to capitulate with his Majeſty ; Again, che holy League was not # V9 
infringed by any notorious prevarication that might blaſt irs Credir , # T 
Bur the Covenant, being trampled on by the Impoſersy was grown #7 21 
as vile as Dung, as ſcandalous, as the ſtewes, and had done all the # ©; 
Miſchief it could : Finally, the Leaguers had never, perſonally, diſ- z ſe! 
obliged the Kinggnor affronted the Crown ; And,fince their Quarrel 3 t© 
was purely Religious, { though ſurely, therein extravagant enough, 3 7: 
yer ) after thar Kings converſion to the Romane Fatth, whereb) \& Ne 
he partly purged them of their guilt and ſcandal, there was litcle # ſe 
” fearoftheir Loya'ty, for the time ro come ; Whereas, our Cove-# - 


' b p - ; -- ”. P o qo 8 
nanters, h-ving great'y injured their Soveraien, and being poiſoned I 
in their Principles, as ro the Government, may, probably, Rill 3 
continue as Thornzs in the fide of Monarchy, and have therefore of # 


PR 
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late been juſtly branded with an indelible Character of reproach , 
So that, Ipreſume, the ſame Arguments cannot ſerve them 
both, either in relation ro merit antecedent, or future confidence, 

Hitherco, I have chiefly argued their want of Inclination to ſerve 
his Majeſty, if furcher ir ſhall appear, that they likewiſe, wanted 
power, I hope, it will then be readily granted, that the work was 
not theirs: Now, what, in reaſon, could be expeed from thoſe, 
# who by theic manifold Perjuries, and Impo:'ures, (long fince 
# dereted, ) had forfeited all their Intereft and Repuration with 
Z honeſt or ſober men ; It was eafie,indeedat the firſt-to do miſchief, 
27 todifurb a lawful and peaceable Government, For, in combuſtible 


ir} matter, even little ſparkes, ( unquenched, ) heve kindled greac 


# flames, and ſcdition is commonly the work of mean Vatrlers : Bur, 
2 to preyent diſaſters, or redrefle them, to encounter Tyrants, and 
#7 reſtore lawful Powers, is no fleight atchievement : Briefly, thar 
Z Party, which ina free EleRtion, could ſcarce be choſen to ſerve for 
Z any one County, nor, indeed pretend to ir, but ina few, will nor, 
2 TI ſuppoſe, arrogate to it ſelf a national Intereſt, nor can it ſeem ro 
2 be any way conſiderable, without faQtion, or uſurped Power. 
3 Fromall which, it is manifeſt, that, ro God only belongs rhe 
«# glory of his Majeſties Preſervation, and our deliverance, To the 
2 blood of King Charles the Martyr,and other noble Aſſertours of his 
7 Cauſe, ſhed in irs defence, rhe vertue and renown. by whichir hath 
z out-lived its rvine, To his Grace, the Dukz of Albermarle, (next 
2 under God, ) the honour of redeeming his Country, and reſtoring 
Z his Soveraign, withour bloodſhed, or ſervile Conditions ; To the 
2 Royal Party, this juſt Commendation, that by their reſtleſs endea- 
Z vours, nd matchleſs conſtancy, they harraſſed all the .Sentinels of 
3 Tyranny, with duty and fatigue, blunted the edge of Perſecution, 
® .and ſeaſoning the people continually, both with wholeſome Prin- 
 clples, and grear examples, { like the Salr of rheir Country, ) pre- 
2 ſerved ir from putrefaction, in the worſt of times ; To the Presby- 
7 terians, this fingle Chara&er, rhat they ated all along like prudent 
Z men,who knew a hetter uſe to be made ofConſ« i:nce than þyſuffer- 
Z arg for it, and rhat hating tryed all expedients of Settlement, or 
# ſecurity. without the King, and found them ineffeRual, they at 
# length, inclined ro the bringing in of his Majeſty , leſt he ſhould 
Ave come in Without them. | 
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